Sem' Tantse Kukol

(7 Doll's Dances)
Dmitri Shostakovich (1906 - 1975)

Arranged for guitar duet
by Andrew Forrest

In 1944-45, Shostakovich wrote his Children's Notebook (opus 69), an album of easy piano
pieces, for his daughter, Galya. This second album of children's piano pieces followed in
1952. These dances are derived from material from ballet suites that he wrote in 1949-50 and
exist in both orchestral and piano versions. The melodies are lively and tuneful, though
Shostakovich's sudden modulations into remote keys ensure that they never become banal.

This duet arrangement shares the melody and accompaniment between the two guitars where
appropriate, especially in the last piece, Dance, where the parts become 'conversational'
copying phrases from one another.

Whilst neither part is particularly difficult, a standard of approximately Grade 6-7 is
necessary for a satisfactory rendition of all the dances.

Andrew Forrest has been arranging and composing pieces for guitar ensemble in North
Yorkshire since 1975 while working as a peripatetic instrumental teacher for the county. He
is also a member of the York Guitar Quartet which regularly gives in the UK, and plays many
of his arrangements.

In the event of a public performance, please include
the arranger's name on the programme

http://www.forrestguitarensembles.co.uk
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