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The	concerto	was	originally	written	for	mandolins,	string	orchestra	and	continuo	in

G	major.	This	arrangement	for	two	altos,	two	tenors,	one	bass	and	one	contrabass	

guitar	has	been	transposed	to	C	major	to	suit	the	range	of	the	instruments	more	effectively.

It	is	possible	to	double	the	solo	alto	parts	where	the	rest	of	the	ensemble	is	of	suf�cient

size	(	e.g.	eight	or	more	tenor	guitars)	-	this	gives	the	advantage	of	‘back-up’	for	less

experienced	performers,	and	also	imitates	the	‘double-string’	effect	of	the	mandolin.

Some	dynamics	have	been	added	to	the	original	to	achieve	balance	and	to	give	clarity

but	these	additions	have	been	kept	to	a	minimum	so	as	not	to	limit	the	imagination

of	performers	and	conductors.
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